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Equality Groups File Motion To Intervene In Legal Challenge Of Government’s Cancellation of Funding to the Court Challenges Program 

(Toronto, Ontario – Dec 18, 2007) – Today a coalition of eight organizations representing equality-seeking communities will file a motion in Federal Court to intervene in the case challenging the decision of the federal government to cut its funding to the Court Challenges Program. The Coalition is comprised of: 

The Council of Canadians with Disabilities (CCD), the National Anti-Racism Council of Canada (NARCC), the Canadian Feminist Alliance for International Action (FAFIA), the DisAbled Women’s Network of Canada (DAWN-RAFH Canada), the Metro Toronto Chinese and Southeast Asian Legal Clinic (MTCSALC), the Charter Committee on Poverty Issues (CCPI), the Women’s Legal Education and Action Fund (LEAF) and the South Asian Legal Clinic of Ontario (SALCO). Egale Canada is supporting the coalition. 

The case was started by the Federation of Francophone and Acadian Communities of Canada, a group representing French-speaking minorities outside of Québec. 

The Court Challenges Program provides financial support to groups and individuals seeking to assert their Charter-guaranteed rights in the courts. “The Program supported several challenges and interventions that helped define what the right to equality means in Canada,” says Faisal Bhabha of the Toronto law firm, bakerlaw, counsel for the Coalition. “The Program itself has become inseparable from the constitutional guarantee of equality that it was designed to promote.”

Some examples of Program-supported cases include: the Chinese Head Tax and Exclusion Act redress; same-sex marriage; the accessibility of national rail travel; violence against women and sex discrimination; criminal law provisions regarding the use of disciplinary force against children; the systemic discrimination against African Canadians in the criminal justice system; the impact of immigration security certificates on racialized communities; First Nations status entitlements; and voting rights for inmates in federal prisons.

“Without the Court Challenges Program, the Charter offers but a hollow hope for a just society,” said Laurie Beachell of the Council of Canadians with Disabilities. “The Program promotes access to justice for the members of our society who need it most.”

“It is important to show our support for official language minorities” said Helen Kennedy, Executive Director of Egale. “We hope that this intervention will help the court understand the importance of the Program not only for language minorities, but also for members of equality-seeking communities.”  

The hearing is scheduled to be heard in Federal Court in Fredericton, New Brunswick on February 25th and 26th. 

Ce communiqué de presse est disponible en français. 
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